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A 

Sermon,  &c. 


2 TIM.  i Ch.  7 V. 

FOR  God  hath  not  given  us  the  Spirit  of 
Fear  ; but  of  Rower,  and  of  Love , and  of 
a found  Mind* 

THIS  fecond  Epiftle  of  Raul  to 
Timothy  was  probably  written  at 
the  latter  End  of  his  fecond  Con- 
finement at  Rome , and  towards 
the  Clofe  of  his  important  Life,  and  zea- 
lous Miniftry.  For  he  gives  no  Intimation, 
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as  he  formerly  had  done,  that  he  expe&ed 
a Deliverance  from  his  Imprifonment,  and 
a Reftoration  to  his  Friends  ; but  on  the 
contrary  expreffes  a ftrong  Apprehenlion 
that  his  Diffolution  was  very  near.  “ I 
am  now  juft  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the 
Time  of  my  Departure  is  at  Hand.  ” 

But  this  Servant  ofjefus;  a Prifoner 
for  the  fake  of  the  Gofpel ; at  the  Mercy 
of  it’s  bitter  Enemies  ; deferted  by  many 
of  it’s  profeffed  Friends;  and  with  Death 
full  in  his  View,  ftill  appears  like  himfelf ; 
having  the  fame  Confidence  in  the  Truth 
and  Goodnefs  of  that  Caufe  to  which  He 
had  devoted  his  Life  ; the  fame  Reli- 
ance upon  it's  divine  Author,  who  ap- 
peared to  him  in  his  Way  to  Damafcus ; 
the  fame  earneft  Concern  for  the  Succefs 
of  Chriftianity  ; and  the  fame  glorious 
Hopes  which  he  had  always  profeffed. 
“ I have  fought  a good  Fight  ; I have  fini- 
fhed  my  Courfe  ; I have  kept  the  Faith. 
Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a Crown 
of  Righteoufnefs,  which  the  Lord  the 
righteous  Judge  fhall  give  me  at  that  Day : 
and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  alfo 
that  love  his  appearing.”—  How  infltu<ftiv6 
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and  animating  is  fuch  an  Example  ! Who 
is  not  ftruck  with  that  Integrity,  Fortitude, 
and  true  Greatnefs  of  Mind,  which  elevate 
and  adorn  the  Character  of  this  Apoftle  ? 
Who  does  not  feel  the  Weight  of  thofe 
Counfels  and  Admonitions  which  defcend 
from  one  infpired  with  fo  much  Wifdom, 
fo  thoroughly  perfwaded  of  the  Importance 
and  divine  Original  of  what  he  taught  ; 
and  who  gave  fuch  convincing  Proofs  that 
he  had  nothing  fo  much  at  Heart,  thro’  the 
whole  Courfe  of  his  Miniftry,  but  the 
Honor  of  God,  and  the  everlafting  Intereft 
of  Mankind. 

While  the  Apojtle  could  regard  with  a 
noble  Neglect  his  own  Perfonal  Dangers 
and  Sufferings,  he  could  by  no  means 
look  with  Indifference  upon  thofe  of  the 
Chriftian  Church.  He  was  afraid  of  the  Da- 
mage that  might  acrue  to  it  from  the  Weak- 
nefs  or  Timidity  of  thofe  who  undertook 
to  guide  and  defend  it  ; from  the  Defection 
of  ids  Profeffors  ; from  the  Subtlety  of  Se- 
ducers ; and  the  Rage  of  it’s  open  Enemies. 
He  accordingly  fets  himfelf  to  direct  and 
animate  his  Son  Timothy,  to  “ make  full 
Proof  of  his  Miniftry  to  difeharge  it  with 
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Prudence  and  Fidelity  ; and  refolutely  to 
encounter  the  Labors,  and  face  the  Dan- 
gers to  which,  Fidelity  to  the  Caufe  he  had 
undertaken,  would  unavoidably  expofe 
him. 

In  this,  and  the  former  Epiftle,  as  well 
as  in  that  to  Titus , what  a Fund  of  Inflec- 
tion, Support,  and  Confolation  has  he  laid 
up,  under  the  Guidance  of  the  HolyGhoft, 
for  fucceeding  Miniflers  in  all  Ages  ? We 
cannot  revolve  them  with  a proper  Atten- 
tion and  Temper  of  Mind  and  not  perceive 
ourfelves  at  once  enlightned  and  warmed. 
All  is  juft,  and  plain,  important,  and  ani- 
mated. All  is  adapted  to  improve  the  Un- 
derftanding,  to  touch  and  elevate  the 
Heart ; . and  to  form  us  to  every  Quality 
that  can  adorn  and  give  Authority  to  a 
public  Teacher. 

In  the  Verfe  preceeding  our  Text  the 
Apoftle  gives  this  Exhortation  to  Timothy  ; 
“ Wherefore  I put  thee  in  Remembrance, 
that  thou  ftir  up  the  Gift  that  is  in  Thee  by 
the  putting  on  of  my  Hands.  ” By  this 
Gift  of  God  may  be  more  efpecially  inten- 
ded thofe  extraordinary  and  miraculous 
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Powers  of  the  Holy  Giro  ft,  with  which  the 
Apoftles  and  firft  Preachers  of  Chriftianity 
were  endowed  and  diftinguiftied.  It  feeins 
then,  that  even  thefe  miraculous  Gifts 
might  languiih  and  decay,  thro’  the  Sloth 
and  Neglect  of  thofe  who  had  received 
them  : And  that  on  the  contrary,  they 
were  capable  of  being  improved  and  aug- 
mented by  the  Exercifes  of  Devotion,  and 
a diligent  Application  of  them  to  thofe  Pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  were  conferred.  So 
that  even  in  thefe  extraordinary  Commu- 
nications, our  Savior  was  pleafed  to  obferve 
that  important  Maxim  of  his  Government 
which  He  delivered  to  us  when  He  was 
here  upon  Earth,  and  which  ought  to  be 
deeply  engraven  upon  the  Hearts  of  his 
Difciplcs  and  Minifters  : “To  him  that 
hath”  ; that  improves  what  he  hath  already 
received,  “ to  him  lhall  be  given,  and  he 
fhall  have  more  abundantly : but  from  him 
that  hath  not,  fhall  be  taken  away  even 
that  which  he  hath.  ” 

In  our  Text  the  Apoftle  reminds  'Timothy 
of  that  Spirit  which  becomes  the  Minifters 
of  the  Gofpel  ; which  tho’  pofteffed  by  the 
firft  Preachers  of  Chriftianity  in  a large  and 
B un- 
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uncommon  Meafure,  was  not  altogether 
peculiar  to  them  : a Spirit  fitted  to  the  Paf- 
toral  Office  in  general,  without  Refpeft  to 
any  particular  Age  or  Circumftances  of  the 
Church : a Spirit  which  we  mud  receive 
from  God,  before  we  can  innocently  and 
fafely  take  upon  ourfel  ves  this  holy  Function ; 
and  which,  when  we  have  received  it,  we 
ought  to  cherifh  and  invigorate  by  the  Offi- 
ces of  Devotion,  and  the  Exertions  of  it 
upon  all  proper  Occafions.  God  hath 
not  given  us,  ” that  is,  Us*  the  Ministers  of 
the  Gofpel,  “ the  Spirit  of  Fear  ; but  of 
Power,  and  of  Love,  and  of  a found  Mind”. 
As  if  he  had  faid  : “ It  does  not  become  the 
Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  to  faint  under  the 
greateft  Oppofition  and  Hardfhips  which 
they  may  meet  with  in  the  faithful  Difcharge 
of  their  Duty.  God  has  given  us  another 
Spirit,  if  indeed  we  have  a Mind  fitted  to 
our  Employment : a Spirit  better  adapted 
to  our  own  Honor,  the  Credit  of  the  Gof- 
pel, and  the  Service  of  the  Church.  It  is  . 
therefore  juftly  expected  from  us  that  we 
exhibit  a Spirit  of  Powdr,  or  Fortitude  ; a 
Mind  erect  and  unbroken,  firm  and  refoi- 
ved.  But  left  our  Courage  fliould  degene- 
rate into  Obftinacy  and  Ferocity,  and  imi- 
tate 
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fate  a fierce  devouring  Flame,  it  muft  be 
tempered  and  foftened  with  the  Spirit  of 
Love,  Compaffion  and  Tendernefs.  Both 
thefe  mult  be  under  the  Diredion  of  that 
Wifdom  which  informs  the  Judgment,  and 
repreffcs  the  irregular  Sallies  of  the  Soul  : 
which  knows  how  to  reftrain  the  Appetites 
and  Paffions  ; and  happily  prefldes  over  all 
our  Conduft.  ” — You  fee  then  the  Bafls  of 
what  may  be  further  faid  upon  this  Occaflon. 

The  Subject  naturally  divides  it  felf  into 
feveral  Parts  ; which  I fhall  confider  in  that 

Ordar  in  which  they  lie  in  the  Text. 

« 

The  Firft  Branch  of  the  Paftoral  Spirit 
here  mentioned  by  the  Apoftle,  is  Power, 
or  Fortitude  ; for  it  is  put  in  oppofitioa 
to  a Spirit  of  Fear  : and  Fortitude  is  Power 
or  Strength  of  Mind.  But  this  Quality  is 
here  to  be  confidered  as  a Grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  fome  good  Degree  of  which  is  abfo~ 
lutely  neceflary  to  the  proper  Difcharge  of 
the  Duties  of  the  chriftian  and  minifterial 
Warfare. 

The  Paflion  of  Fear  was  no  doubt 
wifely  implanted  within  us  by  the  Author 
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of  Mature.  It  is  Part  of  the  Foundation  of 

/ 

religious  as  well  as  civil  Order  ; and  is  one 
of  the  Hinges  upon  which  the  moral  Go- 
vernment of  God  turns.  When  thisPaffion 
is  touched  upon  juft  Qccafions,  and  in  due 
Proportion  to  the  Importance  of  it’s  Object, 
it  is  manly  and  becoming,  and  of  excellent 
Ufe.  But  it  is  indecent,  and  of  very  perni- 
cious Tendency,  when  it  rifes  high  upon  a 
fmall,  or  no  juft  Occafton  at  all  : when  it 
prevails  beyond  due  Bounds : when  we 
fear  where  no  Fear  is  : when  for  the  fake 
of  avoiding  fome  prefent  Inconvenience  we 
plunge  our  felves  into  much  greater  and 
more  fubftantial  Evils  : when  we  are  more 
afraid  of  offending  a Man  that  (hall  die,  and 
the  Son  of  Man  that  (hall  be  made  as  Grafs, 
than  of  lofing  the  Favor  of  the  Lord  our 
Maker y and  are  fofollici tous  to  avoid  anex- 
ternal  and  temporal  Trouble,  as  to  fall  into 
that  moral  Evil  which  at  once  deftroys  our 
prelent  Peace,  and  renders  us  obnoxious  to 
the  dreadful  Punifhments  of  the  next  Life. 

Now  it  is  the  Part  of  Chriftian  Fortitude 
to  keep  thisPaffion  in  a due  Decorum  ; and 
16  prevent  the  Mind  from  being  unreafona- 
bly  ruffled  and  agitated  by  it.  True  For- 
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titude  is  a fcrious  and  fedate  Thing  : it  is  a 
Mind  fupported  by  Principle  and  hardned 
by  Reflection.  It  encounters  Labors ; it 
furmounts  Difficulties ; it  Hems  Oppofition ; 
it  vanquifhes  Temptations ; and  bears  us  on 

undaunted  in  the  Path  of  Duty.- This 

Virtue  p refer ves  the  Soul  braced  and  unen- 
feebled by  any  Excefs  either  of  the  Appe- 
tites or  Paflions.  In  the  Language  of  In- 
fpiration  it  girds  up  the  Loins  of  the  Mind  ; 
and  makes  us  fober  and  vigilant.  The  Spi- 
rit of.  Power  breaks  and  controuls  the  infe- 
rior Principles  of  the  Man  ; and  teaches  us 
to  defpife  a Life  of  Softnefs  and  Eafe  ; and 
ftrenuoufly  to  guard  againft  all  Approaches 
to  fenfual  Impurities.  And  in  this  Refpeft 
it  is  a Grace  highly  proper  to  the  minifterial 
Character ; for  the  Exercife  of  which  we 
fhall  find  frequent  Occafion  : Since  amidft 
all  the  Spirituality  of  our  Employment  we 
dwell  in  Bodies  of  Flefh.  The  Apoftle  re- 
prefents  it  as  Part  of  his  own  daily  Labor 
to  keep  under  his  Body,  and  bring  it  into 
Subje&ion ; left,  fays  he,  “ when  I have 
preached  to  others,  I my  felf  fhould  be  a 
Caft-away.  ” And  it  is  among  his  Exhor- 
tations even  to  Timothy  ; “ Flee  youthful 
Lufts,  and  keep  thy  felf  pure.  ” 

Christian 
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Christian  Fortitude,  as  I have  juft 
hinted,  takes  it’s  Rife  from  the  intellectual 
Faculties,  and  is  guided  by  Wifdom.  It 
alfo  aCts  back  upon  the  Mind  from  which 
it  fprings : it  refines  and  elevates  the  Un- 
derftanding,  and  ftrengthens  the  Judgment ; 
as  it  reftrains  and  compofes  the  Appetites 
and  Paffions ; as  it  breaks  through  all  undue 
Attachments  ; and  fhakes  off  thofe  Prejudi- 
ces and  Prepoffeflions  that  encumber  us, 
and  retard  our  Progrefs  in  the  Purfuit  of 
divine  Knowledge.  A Preacher  of  Truth 
and  Righteoufnefs  ought  certainly  to  have 
a Mind  open  to  Truth,  and  Courage  to  fol- 
low it  wherever  it  leads,  unawed  by  the 
Deciflons  of  the  learned,  or  the  Opinion  of 
the  Vulgar  ; neither  weakly  admiring  An- 
tiquity, nor  vainly  affeCting  Novelty. 

You  have  long  fmce  been  taught,  fays 
DoClor  Doddridge,  to  ayoungMinifter  who 
had  been  his  Pupil,  upon  an  Occafion  fimi- 
lar  to  this  ; “ You  have  long  fince  been 
taught  to  indulge  a Chriftian  Freedom  in 
your  Inquiries  after  Truth  j and  have,  I 
hope,  taken  your  Religion  from  the  Word 
of  God,  and  not  from  any  human  Compo- 
fition  whatever.  Go  on  to  aft  upon  this 
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Maxim.  I dare  not  fay  like  St.  Taul , con- 
tinue in  the  Things  that  thou  haft  learned 
and  been  affured  of  by  me,  knowing  of 
whom  thou  haft  learned  them.  It  rather 
becomes  me  to  fay,  examine  all  that  I have 
taught  you,  and  fearch  the  Scriptures  daily, 
whether  tliefe  Things  are  fo  or  not.  You 
will  not  I am  perfwaded  run  the  Matter 
to  Extremes  ; and  imagine  like  fome  half 
Thinkers,  that  Liberty  confifts  in  boldly 
daring  to  decide  againft  received  Opinions, 
as  foon  as  fome  Difficulties  are  difeerned  ; 
and  confidently  venting  raw  and  undi- 
gefted  Notions,  however  noxious,  without 
fearing  any  of  the  Confequences.  And 
while  you  guard  againft  this,  I am  not  fo 
confcious  of  the  Weaknefs  of  any  Caufe  in 
which  I am  embarqued,  as  to  fear  it  fhould 
be  brought  to  the  Tell:  of  ftrift  Inquiry.  ’’ 

But  while  we  ufe  the  Faculties  which 
God  has  given  us,  and  for  which  we  are 
accountable  to  him,  with  a proper  Free- 
dom and  Courage  ; we  ought  to  remember, 
that  fuch  is  the  Weaknefs  of  the  human 
Mind,  and  fo  apt  are  we  to  be  led  afide 
by  fome  evil  Byafs,  that  we  need,  even 
amidft  all  the  Light  of  Revelation,  the  good 
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Spirit  of  God,  to  guide  and  fucceed  us  in 
in  the  Purfuit  of  Truth  : and  accordingly 
fliould  be  earned  and  condant  in  our  Ap- 
plications to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  for  this 
heavenly  Afliftance.  This  has  been  the 
Refuge  and  Comfort,  not  only  of  weak  and 
inferior  Chridians,  but  of  the  greated  and 
mod  enlarged  Minds,  that  have  ever  illu- 
minated the  Church.  Nor  is  it  Fortitude, 
but  Impiety  and  Folly,  to  lean  to  our  own 
Underdanding,  and  to  defpife  an  humble 
Trad  in  the  Father  of  Spirits. 

But  to  acquire  Knowledge,  and  become 
acquainted  with  the  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus, 
h far  from  being  the  whole  of  our  Budnefs 
as  Miniders  of  the  Gofpel.  Having  found 
it,  we  mud  be  bold  to  profefs  it,  and  to  fet 
it  fa  the  View  of  the  World  ; “ holding 
forth  the  Word  of  Life.  ” Being  convin- 
ced, after  ferious  and  impartial  Inquiry,*  of 
the  divine  Original  of  the  Gofpel,  we  mud 
* hold  fad  the  Profeffion  of  our  Faith  wirh- 
eut  wavering  ”,  and  againd  all  Oppodtion  ; 
redding,  if  we  fhould  be  called,  even  unto 
Blood.  Confequentiy  we  are  to  profefs  and 
preach  ev’ry  Doctrine  of  Chridianirv,  with 
&n  Affurance  and  Zeal,  proportioned  to  the 
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Strength  of  the  Evidence  with  which  it  is 
accompanied  to  our  Minds,  and  to  the  De- 
gree of  it’s  Importance,  as  it  ihall  be  repre- 
fentcd  to  us  by  an  impartial  Confidence. 

A Minister  who  from  falfe  Modefty, 
a vicious  Softnefs  of  Spirit,  and  an  abject 
Deference  to  any,  ftiuns  to  declare  the 
whole  Counfel  of  God  : He  who  accommo- 
dates himfclf  to  the  falfe  Sentiments,  or 
evil  Difpoiitions  of  thofe  to  whom  he  mini- 
fters,  and  feeks  to  pleafe  Men,  any  farther 
than  he  is  honeflly  perfuaded  will  beft  an- 
Jvverthe  great  Ends  of  his  Function  : He, 
who  fails  to  oppofe  in  a chriitian  Manner? 
and  with  his  belt  Powers,  Error  and  Delu- 
fion  ; efpecially  fuch  Errors  as  he  efteems 
dangerous,  likely  to  corrupt  the  Hearts  of 
Men,  and  to  lead  them  a fide  from  the  Path 
of  Salvation  : He,  who  fullers  himfelf  to 
be  abafhed  by  open  Vice,  and  is  afraid  to 
oppofe  to  the  prevailing  Sins  of  the  Age  and 
Place  in  which  he  lives,  the  Precepts,  Ad- 
monitions, and  Threatnings  of  that  Gofpel 
which  he  is  called  to  preach  : He,  who 
forbears  to  reprove  and  difcountenance 
Vice  in  private  as  well  as  public,  when  he 
knows,  or  might  eafily  know,  that  it  is 
C likely 
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likely  to  be  done  to  Advantage  : He,  who 
as  an  Officer  in  the  Church,  evidences 
an  undue  Refpect  to  the  Perfons  of  Men, 
and  has  not  the  Courage  faithfully  and 
prudently  to  maintain  the  Difcipline  of  the 
Chriftian  Church  : * — Such  a Minifter  is 
grofsly  deficient  in  that  Spirit  of  Power 
which  belongs  to  his  Character. 

W e cannot  prefeive  the  true  Dignity  of 
our  Function,  nor  anfwer  the  important 
Ends  of  it,  without  Integrity,  and  an  ho- 
neft  Firmnefs  of  Mind.  It  is  indeed  happy 
when  we  can  at  once  profit  and  pleafe  ; 
difchargc  our  Duty,  and  yet  give  no  Of- 
fence. But  this  is  not  always  the  Cafe  : 
And  when  it  happens  otherwife,  we  muff 
firmly  adhere  to  the  Caufe  of  Truth  and 
Righteoufnefs,  whatever  it  may  coft  us. 
It  may  happen,  that  we  cannot  maintain  a 
good  Confcience,  without  refilling  the 
well-meant  Importunities  of  fome,  as  well 
as  confronting  the  Frowns  of  others ; with- 
out rifquing  a valuable  Friendfhip,  and 
grieving  thofe  who  appear  to  wifh  well  to 
Religion,  as  well  as  provoking  the  Oppo- 
fition  and  Infult  of  the  licentious  and  pro- 
phane.  Such  Dilcouragements  we  may 
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expect  to  meet  with  ; hilt  the  Spirit  of 
Power  furmoimts  them  all.  It  emboldens 
us  to  difeharge  our  Duty  at  all  Events  ; 
and  to  confide  our  Reputation,  and  every 
Intereft,  to  the  Care  of  our  Milter  in  Hea- 
ven, who  will  not  fail  to  fupport,  vindicate, 
and  reward  an  honed  and  faithful  Servant- 

But  perhaps  after  we  have  been  enabled 
to  difeharge  our  Truft  with  a good  Degree 
ofWifdom  and  Fidelity;  after  we  have 
uprightly  and  diligently  profecuted  the 
great  End  of  our  Inftitution,  our  Suqcefs 
is  fmall  and  “ Ifrael  is  not  gathered.  ” In- 
attention, Ignorance,  and  Vice  prevail. 
The  Sinner  is  not  turned  from  the  Error  of 
his  Ways  : The  Sincere  are  few  ; their 
Graces  languid,  and  their  Works  not  found 
perfect  before  God  : And  while  our  Mini- 
ftrations  preferve  the  Form  of  Godiinefs, 
they  produce  but  little  of  the  Power  of  it. 
Perhaps  there  is  no  greater  Difcouragement 
to  a ferious  and  faithful  Paftor.  But  ftiil, 
having  received  this  Miniltry  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  we  mult  not  faint.  It  is  our’s  to 
plant  and  water  ; it  is  with  God  to  give  the 
Increafe.  Our  prefent  Comfort  may  be 
promoted  by  the  latter  : But  the  Acceptance 
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of  our  Matter,  and  our  immortal  Reward 
depend  upon  the  former. 

To  pofiefs  in  a due  Degree  this  chriflian 
Fortitude  and  true  Greatnels  of  Mind,  of 
fo  much  Importance  in  the  minifterial  Cha- 
rader,  we  mutt  prefer ve  a lively  Senfe  of 
the  Deity  upon  our  own  Minds,  and  che- 
ritti  that  fublime  Piety  which  the  Gofpel 
deferibes  and  inculcates  ; and  which  fanc- 
tifi.es  and  confirms  every  virtuous  Princi- 
ple. Our  facred  Employment  calls  us  to 
frequent  Offices  of  Devotion  both  in  pub- 
lic and  private.  It  not  only  allows,  but 
obliges  us  to  fpend  a great  Part  of  our  Time 
in  Retirement.  This  Retirement  fhould  be 
employed  in  thofe  Exercifes  of  Piety  that 
warm  and  purify  the  Heart,  as  well  as  in 
thofe  Studies  that  refine  and  brighten  the 
Underftanding.  Devout  Contemplation  and 
Attentions  raife  and  enlarge  the  Mind ; 
they  bear  it  above  the  World  they  teach 
us  comparatively  to  defpife  the  Ohjeds  of 
Senfe  ; and  blunt  the  Edge  of  thofe  Temp- 
tations to  Unfaithfulnefs  with  which  we 
are  furrounded.  The  Knowledge  and  Love 
of  God  ; a Friendfhip  with  our  Maker  ; a 
Senfe  of  his  Prefence ; the  Hope  of  his  Fa- 
vor, 
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ror,  and  the  Light  of  his  Countenance, 
compofe  the  Soul  ; regulate  the  inferior 
Appetites  and  Paflions  ; dillipateour  Fears  ; 
and  render  us  unmoved  by  thofe  Things 
that  ftrike  fo  ftrongly,  and  agitate  fo  vehe- 
mently the  fenfual  Mind. 

Let  us  then  feek  that  true  Elevation 
of  Heart,  that  noble  Kind  of  Self-fufficiency 
which  exalted  Piety  bellows  : — ■ an  Happi- 
nefs  independent  of  the  Friendfhip,  the 
Diltincdions,  the  PoiTeffions,  the  Pleafures, 
and  the  Applaufe  of  the  World.  This  will 
render  us  undaunted  by  Oppofition,  in  the 
Courfe  of  our  Duty  ; unfubdued  by  Suf- 
ferings ; unftung  by  Difgrace ; unbroken 
with  Poverty  ; and  untouched  with  aSenfe 
of  Want.  For  like  the  Apoftles  and  firft 
Chriftians,  “ having  nothing,  we  fhall  pof- 
fefs  all  Things.  ” 

When  we  revolve  in’ our  Thoughts  our 
Obligations  to  God,  and  our  Savior,  to 
whofe  Service  we  are  fo  peculiarly  devoted : 
When  our  Minds  are  full  of  what  the  Gof- 
pel  has  taught,  and  of  that  glorious  Method 
of  Redemption  which  it  reveals  : When  wTe 
confider  ourfelves  as  acting  under  the  Fa- 
ther 
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ther  of  all,  and  the  Redeemer  of  Mankind, 
in  promoting  Truth,  Purity  and  Happinefs, 
and  for  the  Recovery  of  an  apoftate  World 
to  the  divine  Image  and  Favor  : When  we 
remember  the  gracious  Promifes  which  our 
Lord  has  given  us  of  Afliftance,  Support 
and  Comfort,  under  all  our  Labors  and 
Difcouragements  ; and  when  we  attentive- 
ly view  the  Reward  which  is  held  out  to 
the  firm  and  faithful  Minifter.  .*  When  thefe 
Things  pofiefs  our ‘Minds,  and  touch  our 
Hearts  ; — What  is  the  Oppoiitioa  which 
we  cannot  furmount  ? where  is  the  Temp- 
tation that  we  cannot  vanquith  ? “ None 

of  thefe  Things  move  me  ; neither  count 
I my  Life  dear  to  my  felf,  fo  that  I may 
finilh  my  Courfe  with  Joy,  and  theMiniiiry 
which  I have  received  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
teftifying  the  Gofpel  of  the  Grace  of  God.  ” 

II.  The  next  Branch  of  the  Paflorai 
Spirit,  mentioned  in  our  Text,  is  Love. 

A supreme  AfFe&ion  to  God  the  Firft 
and  Belt  of  Beings ; a Love  to  that  Jefus, 
who  is  “ the  Brightnefs  of  the  Father’s 
Glory,  and  theexprefs  Image  of  his  Perlon  ; 
and  who  has  loved  us,  and  given  higi- 
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felf  for  us,  ” are  certainly  fome  of  the  no- 
• bleft  P-  inciples  that  can  dwell  in  the  hu- 
man Heart,  and  eftential  to  the  Character 
of  a good  Minifter.  In  Proportion  to  the 
Warmth  of  this  heavenly  Affection,  the 
Courage  of.aPaftor  will  be  confirmed; 
his  Zeal  enlivened  ; his  Services  animated 
and  well-pointed  ; and  all  his  Labors  fweet- 
ned  : for  he  will  prefer  the  Honor  of  God, 
the  Intereft  of  his  Matter,  and  the  Credit 
and  Succels  of  the  Gofpel  to  his  chief  Joy. 

But  Love,  as  it  is  here  ufed  by  the  Apo- 
ttle,  feems  more  efpecially  to  intend  that 
Charity  which  refpectts  Mankind,  and  which 
is  clofely  connected  with  the  Love  of  God: 
a benevolent,  compaffionate,  gentle  Dif- 
pofition.  This  will  temper  our  Fortitude 
without  weakening  it.  This  will  prevent 
it  from  being  harfh  and  turbulent,  fierce 
and  cruel  ; and  will  correct  it’s  Exertions 
in  fuch  a manner  as  that  they  may  promote 
Peace  and  Happinefs,  and  not  Confufion 
and  Mifery.  The  Spirit  of  a Minifter  of 
the  Gofpel  fliould  be  intrepid,  but  benevo- 
lent ; ftrong,  but  gentle  ; refolute,  and  yet 
eafy  to  be  entreated.  A bold  and  burning 
Spirit,  untempered  with  the  Mceknefs  and 
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Gentlenefs  of  Chrift,  has  fhed  Torrents  of 
Blood  in  the  pretended  Caufe  of  God  ; and 
tom  and  devoured  the  Flock  of  Jefus  under 
the  Title  of  a Pador. 

Love  is  the  great  diftiriguifhing  Law 
and  Character  of  our  hoi}7  Profeflion  ; the 
Badge  and  Ornament  of  the  Difciples  and 
Miniders  of  Chrift.  The  firft  Preachers  of 
the  Gofpel  have  left  us  a fhining  and  en- 
gaging Example  of  this  divine  Temper- 
What  Dangers  did  they  confront  ; what 
Labors  did  they  fudain  ;and  what  Sufferings 
did  they  chearfully  undergo,  in  Behalf  of 
the  Church,  and  for  the  fpiritual  and  ever- 
lading  Welfare  of  Mankind.  This  Tem- 
per is  drongly  recommended  to  us  by  an 
Example  the  mod  perfect  that  ever  enlight- 
ned  and  adorned  the  World  : the  Exam- 
ple of  Him,  whofe  Servants  we  profefs  our 
felves  to  be  : of  Him  who  employed  his 
whole  Life  in  doing  Good  to  the  Bodies 
and  Souls  of  Men ; and  at  lad  redeemed 
the  Church  by  his  own  Blood. 

What  is  the  Genius  and  Spirit  of  that 
Gofpel  which  we  are  called  to  preach,  but 
Love  ? What  is  the  great  Defign  of  tins 
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heavenly  Inftitution  which  we  undertake 
to  explain  and  recommend,  but  to  promote 
the  prefent  Comfort,  and  the  eternal  Inte- 
reft  of  our  Brethren  of  Mankind  ? And 
can  there  be  a groffer  and  more  eflential 
Defect  in  the  minifterial  Character,  a De- 
feat that  is  more  likely  to  fruftrate  the  great 
End  of  this  Office,  than  the  Want  of  Love  i 
Without  this,  “ tho’  we  fpeak  with  the 
Tongue  of  Men  and  Angels,  we  are  no- 
thing — nothing,  but  a founding  Brafs,  and 
tinkling  Cymbal  Without  this,  in  vain 
do  we  value  our  felves  upon  many  fhining 
Gifts.  They  are  not  likely  to  be  impro- 
ved to  the  benevolent  Purpofe  for  which 
they  were  given  by  Him,  from  whom 
“ every  good  and  perfeft  Gift  comes  down,” 
Or  fhould  they  profit  others,  tho’  exercifed 
from  another  Motive  than  Chriftian  Love, 
yet  in  this  Cafe,  they  cannot  long  be  of 
Advantage  to  ourfelves.  “ Prophecies  fliall 
fail,  and  Tongues  fhall  ceafe.  ” Tho’ a 
Minifter  fhould  be  able  to  fpeak  from  the 
Pulpit  fo  as  to  arreft  theAttention  and  com- 
mand the  Applaufe  of  all ; yet  how  foon 
will  Death  filence  the  admired  Preacher ; 
and  feal  the  Lips  of  the  eloquent  Orator  ! 
“ But  Charity  never  faileth  It  will  ac- 
company and  adorn  us  thro’  all  Eternity. 
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The  principal  Bufinefs  ofa  minifter  is 
to  do  good  to  the  Souls  of  Men  ; and  to 
lay  himfelf  out  to  enrich  them  with  all  fpi- 
ritual  Bleffings.  The  Souls  of  Men  are  of 
ineftimable  Value  : they  are  in  danger  of 
being  loft  : they  are  committed  to  the  Care 
of  a Paftor  ; And  if  our  Endeavors  for  their 
Converfion  from  Sin,  and  Improvement  in 
Holinefs,  become,  thro7  the  divine  Blefling, 
effectual  ; the  Kindnefs  done  to  them  is 
evcrlafting.  A tender  AffeCtion  then,  to  the 
fpiritual  and  eternal  Intereft  of  Mankind  ; 
a ftrong  Delire  “ to  five  the  Soul  from 
Death,  and  to  .cover  a Multitude  of  Sins  ”, 
is  the  molt  excellent  and  divine  Charity  ; 
A Charity  which  the  Paftoral  Character  im- 
plies ; - and  without  which  it  will  finally 
bring  upon  us  an  aggravated  Condemnation, 
and  overwhelm  us  with  “ Shame,  and  ever- 
lafting  Contempt.  ” 

Not  that  we  are  to  be  infenlible  to  the 
bodily  Wants  and  Diftrefles  of  our  fellow- 
Men,  or  backward  to  relieve  them  in  full 
Proportion  to  our  Abilities.  And  as  this 
Sort  of  Kindnefs  is  palpable,  and  at  once 
perceived  by  every  Capacity  ; and  as  it  is 
apt  to  gain  the  Efteem  and  Affections  of  all ; 

it 
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it  may  happily  prepare  the  Way  for  our 
doing  more  important  and  fpiritnal  Good 
to  Men.  For  this  Reafon  among  others, 
a Minider  is  obliged  to  “ fhevv  himfelf  a 
Pattern  of  all  good  Works,  ” 

But  if  our  worldly  Circumdances  be 
fuch,  that  our  Bounties  cannot  be  large, 
we  may  yet  do  great  and  important  Good, 
by  cultivating  a charitable  Principle  in  others. 
The  Father  of  Mercies  has  implanted  Com- 
panion in  the  human  Bread.  The  new 
Man  is  created  by  the  Spirit  of  Love  to  this 
heavenly  Difpofition.  It  belongs  to  us  to 
water  and  cherifti  what  God  has  planted  ; 
and  to  cultivate  with  all  our  Art  and  Ad- 
drefs  the  kind  In  di  nets  of  humane  N.ature, 
and  thebenevolentlndinationsof  the  renew- 
ed Man.  Thus  we  may  look  upon  the  fair 
and  precious  Fruits  of  thefe  Principles  as  in 
fome  Meafure  our  own  : Thus  fhall  we  do 
good  both  to  the  Souls  and  Bodies  of  Men  ; 
at  once  contributing  to  the  Relief  of  the 
indigent  Receiver,  and  to  the  Enlargement 
of  the  Virtue  and  Reward  of  the  charitable 
Giver. — If  then  we  have  the  Spirit  of  Love 
we  (hall  not  fail  to  “ charge  them  that  are 
rich  in  this  World 'that  they  do  good:  nor 
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to  affirm  it  conftantly  as  a faithful  faying, 
that  they  which  have  believed  in  God  be 
careful  to  maintain  good  Works ; for  thefe 
Things  are  good  and  profitable  to  Men.  ” 


Christian  Love  is  very  extenfive  ; 
a a all  it’s  Branches  greatly  perfective  of 
the  minifterial  Character.  It  foftens  us  to 
Humility  : for  44  Charity  is  not  puffed  up  ; 
vaunteth  not  it  felf ; doth  not  behave  it  felf 
un  fee  inly.  ” It  condefcends  to  Men  of  low 
Eilate ; to  ev’ry  paftoral  Duty,  which  the 
Brother  of  low  Degree  may  juftly  claim. 
It  prevents  us  from  rigoroully  and  unfea- 
fonably  infilling  upon  that  Deference  and 
Refpect  which  we  may  imagine  to  be  due 
to  us ; and  teaches  us  44  not  to  lord  it  over 
God’s  Heritage  ” ; but  to  ftoop  to  the  low- 
ed for  their  Good  to  Edification.  So  Jefus, 
for  the  Love  which  He  bare  to  Mankind, 
“.humbled  himfelf,  and  took  upon  him  the 
Form  of  a Servant. 

Love  is  the  Spirit  of  Moderation  and 
Candor.  It  will  prevent  our  holy  Miniftra- 
tions  from  being  tinged  and  prophaned, 
with  that  44  Wrath  of  Man  which  worketh 
not  the  Righteoufnefs  of  God  ” ; and  will 

not 
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not  allow  us  to  make  any  of  our  Offerings 
with  this  drange  Fire.  It  pities  ratherthan 
reviles  and  perfecutes  thofe  whom  we  fup- 
pofe  in  the  Paths  of  Error  ; and  endeavors 
to  reclaim  them  by  the  mod  gentle  Methods, 
and  fuch  as  are  adapted  to  convince  and 
perfvvade  the  human  Mind.  It  makes  all 
candid  Allowances  for  the  Prejudices  and 
Frailties  that  are  common  to  Humanity  ; 
and  calmly  endures  to  be  contradicted  and 
oppofed,  even  when  the  Contradiction  too 
ftrongly  favors  of  Pride  and  Perverfenefs. 
“ The  Servant  of  the  Lord  mud  not  drive; 
but  be  gentle  to  all  Men  : in  meeknefs  in- 
ftru&ing  thofe  that  oppofe  themfelves' ; if 
God  peradventure  jwill  give  them  Repen- 
tance. ” 

When  a Minider  confiders  the  various 
and  drong  Ties  with  which  he  is  united  to 
his  Flock,  and  the  near  and  intimate  Rela- 
tion which  fubfids  between  them,  w7hat 
Tendernefs,  what  Sendbility  of  Heart  mud 
he  indulge  towards  them  ! How  can  he 
forbear  to  adopt  their  Joys  and  Sorrows  ; 
weeping  with  them  that  weep,  and  rejoicing 
with  them  that  rejoyce  ! “ Who  is  weak, 

fays  St.  Taul , and  I am  not  weak  ? Who 

is  offended;  and  I burnt  not.  ” 

* ^ 

But 


C 30  ) 

But  he  ought  to  he  chiefly  interefted  in 
their  fpiritual  Concerns,  as  we  have  already 
ebferved,  becaufe  theie  are  efpecially  com- 
mitted to  his  Care.  And  when  he  conftders 
what  an  immortal  Soul  is  : what  Happinefs 
or  Mifery  it  is  capable  of  $ the  Importance 
of  that  Salvation  which  is  revealed  in  the 
Gofpel;  and  how  much  the  everlafting 
Welfare  of  thofe  to  whom  he  minifters  may 
depend  upon  the  Manner  in  which  he  dis- 
charges the  Duties  of  his  Function  ; mu  ft 
notan  ordinary  Degree  of  Tendernds  and 
Love  to  them,  as  well  as  of  Concern  for 
himfelf,  make  him  greatly  follicitous  left  any 
fiiould  perifli  thro*  his  Negledf — Touched 
with  this  Sollicitucle,  a Paftor  will  think 
and  a£t  for  the  fpiritual  Advantage  of  the 
Flock  with  unwearied  Induftry.  Senfible 
of  the  Worth  of  immortal  Spirits,  he  will 
watch  and  pray  for  them  ; and  feek  by  a 
diligent  Study  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  and 
by  earned  Supplications  to  the  Father  of 
Lights,  the  Wifdom  that  winneth  Souls  : 
that  found  Wifdom  which  fhall  enable  him 
to  direct  Men  to  the  Way  of  Salvation  thro* 
Jcfus  Chrift,  marked  out  in  the  Gofpel  ; 
and  to  lead  them  on  to  the  higheft  Meafures 
of  Chriftian  Purity  and  Perfection.' — — Pof- 

fefTed 


( 3i  ) 


felfed  of  the  Spirit  of  Love,  he  will  be  eafy 
of  Accefs  to  all  who  delire  his  private  In- 
(fruitions  and  Counfels.  He  will  encourage 
fuch  Applications  to  him  from  the  awaken- 
ed, the  weak,  the  doubtful,  the  timorous, 
and  the  tempted  Soul  ; and  with  great 
Tendernefs  will  endeavor  to  give  to  each 
of  them  a Word  in  Seafon.  In  Ihort,  he 
will  attend  to  every  Part  of  his  facred  Em- 
ployment with  unfainting  ACduity,  that 
none  committed  to  his  Charge,  may  fail  of 
that  Inftrultion,  Affittance  and  Comfort, 
which  they  mayjuftly  expeft  from  him, 
and  which  the  Paftoral  Office  was  appoin- 
ted to  convey. 

“ A just  Senfe,  fays  one,  of  the  impor- 
tant Relations  we  ftand  in  to  our  refpe&ive 
Flocks ; and  a genuine  Feeling  of  that  ten- 
der Affeltion  which  is  due  to  them,  will 
not  allow  us  to  hefitate  one  Moment,  whe- 
ther that  Part  of  our  Time  is  mod  worthily 
employed  which  is  taken  up  in  doing  real 
Offices  of  Friendfhip  among  them  : or  that 
Part  of  it  which  is  fpent  in  perufing  the 
fined  Writings  of  the  greateft  Genius  that 
ever  appeared  in  the  World  ; or  in  polic- 
ing any  little  Compofitions  of  our  own. 

Is 


Is  the  arranging  of  Words,  the  meafuring 
ofPeriods,  the  beautifying  of  Language, 
or  even  ftoring  our  own  Minds  with  the 
divined  Sentiments,  an  Employment  of 
equal  Dignity  and  Importance  in  it  felf, 
or  equally  pleafant  on  Reflection,  with  that 
of  competing  Differences  or  extinguifhing 
Animofities,  fearching  out  modeft  indigent 
Merit,  and  relieving  it,  comforting  a me- 
lancholy Heart,  giving  Counfel  to  a per- 
plexed Mind,  fufpending  Pain  by  our  Sym- 
pathy and  Prefence,  tho’  it  were  but  for  a 
Moment,  fuggefting  to  an  unfurnished  Mind, 
proper  Materials  for  Meditation  in  Time  of 
Diftrefs,  or  laying  hold  of  a favorable  Op- 
portunity of  conveying  valuable  InftruCtions 
and  religious  Impreffions  to  a Mind  little 
fufceptible  of  them  upon  other  Occafions  ? 
There  is  no  need  of  faying  any  Thing  in 
Confirmation  of  this  : It  was  the  glorious 
Character  of  Jefus  that  he  went  about  do- 
ing Good.  ” - 

This  Tendernefs  to  the  Flock  in  gene- 
ral, Should  certainly  be  extended  to  the 
Children,  and  rifing  Generation.  They 
have  a Strong  Claim  to  it  ; and  we  are  in- 
ftruCted  and  encouraged  in  this  Branch  of 
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Love,  by  the  Example  of  the  compaffionatq. 
Redeemer,  who  takes  “ the  Lambs  in  his 
Arms ; ” and  who  when  He  dwelt  among 
us  in  Flefh,  exprefled  a particular  Regard 
to  thofe  Children  that  were  brought  unto 
him,  “ and  laid  his  Hands  on  them,  and 
blelTed  them.  ” Not  much,  I am  feiifible 
can  be  done  by  Minifters  towards  imbuing 
young  and  tender  Minds  with  Knowledge 
and  Religion,  unlefs  the  Foundation  for  this 
be  laid  by  the  Care  and  Inftruflions  of  Pa- 
rents, or  fucli  as  ftand  in  their  Place.  But 
we  fliould  aid  and  encourage,  as  far  as  we 
can,  fo  kind  and  important  a Defign,  which 
demands  a Portion  of  our  Paftoral  Care  : nor 
fhould  we  fail  to  exprefs  our  Tendernefs  to 
the  Lambs  of  the  Flock,  by  reminding  thofe 
who  attend  upon  our  Miniftry,  of  the 
ftrong  Obligations  which  lie  upon  them, 
“ to  bring  up  their  Children  in  the  Nurture 
and  Admonition  of  the  Lord.  ” 

My  reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  the 
Miniftry  will  not  only  indulge  me  what  has 
been  already  faid,  but  allow  me,  before  I 
difmifs  this  Head,  with  great  Deference 
and  Refpeft  to  add,  that  the  Spirit  of  Love, 
fo  proper  to  the  Paftoral  Office,  refpeefts  our 
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Brethren  in  this  Office.  It  is  fo  far  from 
allowing  us  to  “ beat  our  fellow  Servants,  ” 
to  invade  their  Rights,  and  to  confine  that 
Liberty  wherewith  Chrift  has  made  us  all 
equally  free,  that  it  difpofes  us  to  treat  each 
other  with  Candor,  Kindnefs,  and  Refpe6t ; 
to  “ cfteem  others  better  than  our  felves, 
and  in  Honor  to  prefer  one  another.  ” 
When  we  confider  our  felves  as  Servants  of 
the  fame  Matter,  engaged  in  the  fame  Caufe, 
expofed  in  general  to  the  fame  Difcourage- 
mcnts  ; all  liable  to  the  Miftakes  and  Frail- 
ties of  Humanity,  and  mutually  wanting 
the  Candor,  Sympathy,  Affiftance,  and 
Support  of  our  Brethren  ; when  we  view 
ourfelves  in  this  Light,  with  what  tender 
Affection  mu  ft  we  embrace  each  other  ! 

Swayed  by  this  kind  Affection,  while 
we  are  juftly  fevere  to  grofs  and  fcandafous 
Sins,  which  are  peculiarly  deteftable  in  the 
Minifters  of  Religion,  we  fhall  make  all 
fair  Allowances  for  thofe  Mifapprehenfions 
and  fmaller  Irnperfedtions  of  our  Brethren, 
which  are  confiftent  with  Integrity  ; we 
fhall  rejoice  in  their  Endowments,  Accep- 
tance, and  Succefs  ; and  fnall  chearfully 
protedl  and  advance  their  Reputation,  and 
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enlarge,  as  we  are  able,  their  Influence  and 
Opportunities  to  do  Good.  And  if  we 
happen  to  differ  in  Opinion  upon  Idler 
Matters,  the  Spirit  of  Love,  tho’  it  will  not 
baulk  the  Truth,  nor  reftrain  us  from  Ha- 
ting and  defending  our  own  Sentiments 
with  a decent  Freedom,  will  yet  foften  the 
Style  and  Manner  of  the  Debate,  fo  that 
like  an  “ excellent  Oil  it  fhall  not  break  the 
Head  ; ” and  will  difpofe  us  not  to  meet  or 
part  upon  fuch  Occalions,  efpecially  in 
Public,  without  mutual  Civilities,  and  In- 
dications of  reciprocal  Candor  and  kind 
Regard.  — I need  not  fay,  how  much  this 
Spirit  of  Love  muft  facilitate  our  Work; 
how  greatly  it  muft  conduce  to  our  own 
Comfort,  the  Credit  and  Weight  of  our  pe- 
culiar Profeflion,  the  Honor  of  our  common 
Lord,  the  Advancement  of  Truth,  and  the 
Peace  and  Edification  of  the  Church  of 
God. 

i 

III.  The  laft  Branch  of  the  Minifterial 
Character,  mentioned  in  our  Text  is,  “ a 
found  Mind,  ” or  Wifdom. 

A competent  Genius,  a good  Degree 
of  natural  Prudence,  and  Strength  of  Mind, 
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are  neceftary  Qualifications  for  the  Paftoral 
Office.  A grofs  Defeat  here,  muft  be  at- 
tended with  the  nj’oft  unhappy  Confluen- 
ces, and  can  never  be  fully  fupplied  by  Art 
and  Induftry.  This  native  Soundnefs  of 
Mind,  the  Gift  of  Him  “ who  formeth  the 
Spirit  of  Man  within  him,  ” muft  be  con- 
iiderably  improved  by  Education  and  Exer- 
cife,  before  a Perion  is  properly  prepared 
to  become  a public  Teacher.  Thefe  are 
Points  of  fo  much  Importance  to  the  great 
Defign  of  the  Miniftry,  and  to  the  Welfare 
oi  the  Church  of  Chrift,  that  they  ought  to 
be  very  carefully  and  confcientioufly  atten- 
ded to  by  thofe  to  whom  he  has  committed 
the  Power  of  introducing  Men  into  this  fa- 
cred  Employment. — But  he  who  enters  up- 
on the  Miniftry  with  promifing  Endow- 
ments, muft  by  no  Means  give  over  his 
Purfuit  of  divine  Knowledge.  He  has  but 

O 

begun  his  Courfe  ; and  without  continued 
Application,  his  Accomplishments  natural 
and  acquired  will  gradually  languifh  and 
decay,  tie  muft  therefore  give  himfelf  to 
“ Reading,  Meditation  and  Prayer,  ” that 
he  may  be  daily  more  apt  to  teach  5 and 
that  the  Church  of  God  may  have  no  Rea- 
fon  to  complain,  “ we  looked  for  much, 
but  it  is  come  to  little. 

A 
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A sound  Mind  capacitates  us  to  ee  give  a 
Reafon  of  theHope  that  is  in  us  ” ; to  defend 
Chriftianity  from  the  Attacks  of  Infidels  ; 
to  place  it  upon  it’s  proper  Bafis  ; to  dif- 
cernit’sDependance  upon  natural  Religion ; 
and  while  we  confider  them  a9  diftinit,  to 
avoid  fetting  them  in  direft  Oppofition. 
Yet  the  Knowledge  we  are  to  difpenfe  to 
others  is  chiefly  to  be  drawn  from  the  holy 
Scriptures  ; and  by  converfing  with  them, 
we  become  acquainted  with  the  peculiar 
Doctrines  of  Chriftianity,  and  capable  of 
reprefenting  them  in  their  Connexion  and 
Importance  : Such  as,  the  Apoftacy  of  hu- 
man Nature,  the  Guilt  and  Condemnation 
into  which  all  Men  have  fallen  ; the  Perfon 
and  Offices  of  the  Redeemer  ; our  Pardon 
and  Juftification  thro’  his  Obedience  and 
Sacrifice  ; the  Conditions  of  the  Covenant 
of  Grace  ; the  Nature  and  Extent  of  that 
“ Holinefs  without  which  no  Man  fhall  fee 
the  Lord  ; ” and  the  Neceffity  of  the  In- 
fluences of  the  holy  Spirit  to  form  us  to  it. 

We  muft  alfo  be  able  to  fhew  the  Afpeft 
which  the  Doctrines  of  the  Gofpel  bear  to 
vital  Piety,  and  the  Influence  which  they 
were  deiign’d  to  have  upon  the  Heart  and 
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Pra&ice  ; and  to  recommend  and  enforce 
the  Precepts  of  our  holy  Religion  by  all  the 
Motives  which  both  Reafon  and  Revelation 
fuggeft. 

Wisdom  is  practical  Knowledge  f it  en- 
gages us  in  the  firlt  Piace  to  take  Care  of 
our  own  Souls,  and  convinces  us,  that  with- 
out this,  we  are  but  ill  prepared  to  take 
Care  of  the  Souls  of  others  ; and  that  no- 
thing can  be  more  unhappy  than  to  poffefs 
a Temper  altogether  difagreable  to  the  Na- 
ture and  Spirit  of  our  Employment. — It 
teaches  us  to  improve  Opportunies  of  doing 
Good,  as  they  offer  themfelves  ; to  perform 
ev’ry  Duty  in  it's  proper  Seafon  ; to  apply 
our  Talents  in  the  happieft  Manner  to  the 
great  End  of  our  Function  ; and  not  to 
employ  our  Time  and  Studies  upon  what 
is  only  entertaining  and  ornamental,  to  the 
neglect  of  thofe  Things  which  are  more 
important  and  ufeful,  and  proper  to  our 
Character. 

Wisdom  is  profitable  to  direct  us  in  the 
Choice  of  Subjects  for  public  Difcourfe,  and 
in  accommodating  them  to  the  Afpefts  of 
Divine  Providence,  and  the  State  and  Cir- 
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cnmftances  of  the  Hearers.  For  the  fame 
Truth  is  likely  todefcend  with  much  great- 
er Weight  upon  the  Audience  at  one  Time 
than  another.  * — Under  the  Direction  of  a 
found  Mind  a Paftor  will  infift  chiefly  upon 
thofe  Subjects  that  are  of  moft  Importance, 
and  moft  nearly  related  to  the  divine  Life : 
He  will  avoid  unneceffary  Refinements  and 
unprofitable  Controverfy  : He  will  addrefs 
both  the  Underftanding  and  the  Heart  ; 
and  fpeak  fo  as  at  once  to  enlighten  and 
warm.  Senfible  that  Deceit  lies  in  gene- 
rals, he  will  particularly  explain  the  Pre- 
cepts of  the  Gofpel,  and.  reprefent  them  in 
their  Extent  and  Authority,  that  Sinners 
may  not  only  know  in  a general  and  unaf- 
fecting Manner  that  they  are  fuch,  but  in 
wThat  particular  Inftances,  and  to  how  great 
a Degree  : and  that  the  fincerely  good  Man 
may  be  aware  of  the  Defects  of  his  own 
Character,  and  engaged  to  prefs  on  towards 
Perfection.  He  will  alfo  carefully  diftin- 
guifh  between  the  weightier  Matters  of  the 
Law,  and  thofe  Things  that  are  of  compa- 
ratively fmaller  Importance.  For  Want  of 
this,  a fincere  Difpofition  to  do  the  Will  of 
God  is  fometimes  unhappily  directed  ; the 
Upright  remain  weak  ; they  do  not  make 
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thofe  Advances  in  fubftantial  Piety  and 
Virtue  which  they  might  have  done  ; and 
the  warm  or  timorous  Mind  is  in  Danger 
of  running  into  Superftition  and  Extrava- 
gance, 

It  is  a Point  of  Wifdom  to  regard  the 
Manner  of  our  public  Miniftrations,  and 
while  we  fhun  all  diftguftful  Affectation, 
not  to  avoid  appearing  in  earneft.  A 
light  uncompofed  Manner  can  never  be- 
come the  Oracles  of  God,  nor  any  Subject 
that  is  worthy  of  the  Pulpit.  To  affeft  and 
perfwade  weourfelves  muft  appear  engaged. 
“ If  we  would  preach  with  any  juft  Hope 
of  Succefs,  we  muft  treat  divine  Subjects 
with  fuch  Sincerity  and  Earneftnefs,  as  to 
forget  ourfelves  ; and  convince  our  Plearers 
that  we  have  no  other  View  in  Speaking, 
but  to  ftamp  thofe  Virtues  and  pious  Im- 
preffions  on  their  Hearts,  which  we  leel  in 
our  own.  ” 

Wisdom  fliould  attend  us  gt  all  Times 
and  in  all  Places,  and  prefide  over  our 
whole  Behaviour  ; that  it  may  not  only  be 
free  from  Evil,  but  even  the  Appearance  of 
it ; not  only  inoffenfivc,  but  inftru£tive  ; 
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fach  as  fhall  give  Weight  to  our  Character, 
and  Energy  to  all  our  Miniftrations. — How 
happy  is  that  Pallor  who  isfurnilhed  with 
the  Spirit  of  Wifdom  : who  knows  how  to 
condefcend  without  Meannefs,  and  to  gain 
an  Afcendancy  over  the  Minds  of  Men,  that 
he  may  lead  them  to  Truth  and  Goodnefs; 
to  counfel  and  rebuke  without  Pride  ; to  be 
grave  without  Morofenefs;  chearful  with- 
out Levity  ; humble  without  a dishonorable 
Poverty  of  Spirit  ; and  zealous  and  a61ive 
without  Officioufnefs  and  Severity.  - — But 
having  given  a few  imperfect  Hints  upon 
this  copious  Subject,  I mud  forbear. 


When  wc  reflect  upon  the  Importance 
and  Difficulty  of  the  Minifterial  Employ- 
ment, are  we  not  ready  to  cry  out  with  the 
Apoltle,  Who  is  Sufficient  for  thefe  Things  ? 
And  do  not  our  Souls  ftretch  themfelves  out 
to  Him,  whofe  Grace  alone  can  be  fufficient 
for  us  ? To  Him,  who  giveth  “ the  Spirit  of 
Power,  of  Love,  and  of  a found  Mind  ; ” 
who  forms  the  faithful  and  well-accomplifh- 
ed  Pallor,  and  crowns  his  Work  with  Sue- 
cefs  ! 
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I trust,  rav  dear  Brother,  at,  whaler 
Defire  I am  here  (peaking,  you  are  cori- 
cious  of  fuch  humble  and  devout  Actings 
of  Soul,  now  that  you  are  devoting  your- 
feif  to  the  Service  of  God  in  the  Gofpcl  of 
hh  Son.  You  are' going  to  bevelled  with 
the  Pa  It  oral  Office  ; God  grant,  that  you 
may  receive  k with  a Palloral  Spirit ! And 
that  your  whole  Mini  dry  may  be  animated 
with  this  Spirit,  to  the  Honor  of  God  and 
our  Savior,  the  Credit  and  Succefs  of  the 
Gofpel  wvhich  you  are  called  to  preach,  the 
Happinefs  of  the  Flock  committed  to  your 
Care,  and  your  own  prefent  Comfort  and 
future  Glory  : 

May  you  be  anointed  with  the  Spirit  of 
Power,  and  be  “ llrong  in  the  Grace  that 
is  in  Chrift  Jefus  ” ; llrong  and  refolute  to 
discharge  the  Duties  of  the  chrillian  and 
minilterial  Warfare,  to  furmount  Oppofition, 
to  purfue  the  Diftatcs  of  Confcience,  and 
to  preferve  an  untainted  Integrity ; for  this 
will  alfo  preferve  you.  Maintain  a due 
Freedom  and  Elevation  of  Spirit;  a Mind 
fober  and  vigilant,  attentive  and  active; 
that  you  may  lhrink  from  no  Service  to 
which  you  are  called,  and  that  every  Ser- 
vice, 
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vice  may  be  properly  infpirited.  “ Bright 
as  the  heavenly  World  appears  to  my  View 
and  my  Hopes,  faid  an  eminent  Chriltian, 
I am  fometimes  afraid  of  going  thither,  till 
I have  done  fomething  conliderable  for  the 
Service  of  Chrift  on  Earth.  ” With  fuch 
a Spirit,  no  Time  will  hang  upon  your 
Hands  ; you  will  always  find  Employment ; 
and  will  “ do  with  your  Might  what  your 
Hand  finds  to  da.  ” 

You  are  I trull  no  Stranger  to  internal 
Devotion,  and  the  Senfations  of  true  Piety  ; 
and  having  experienced  the  Comfort  and 
Joy  of  Hear:  which  attend  thefe  Senfations, 
you  will  be  encouraged  to  cultivate  and 
improve  them.  They  will  give  you  a Pu- 
rity, Exaltation,  and  Firmnefs  of  Mind, 
■peculiarly  fitted  to  the  minifieriai Employ- 
ment. 

Cherish  a Chrifiian  Kindnefs  and  Sen- 
lability  of  Heart,  to  the  World  around  you, 
to  your  Brethren  in  the  Mini  (try,  and.  to 
the  Flock  of  Chrhi,  that  is  now  confided 
to  your  Care.  Seek  a Telfimony  in  then- 
Bofoms,  that  you  “ naturally  care  for  their 
Stat^  ' . This  Care  will  give  Life  to  your 
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Services  ; and  this  Teftimony  will  prepare 
your  Charge  to  receive  them  with  the  great- 
eft  Advantage.  Love  fweetens  every  diffi- 
cult Duty,  and  the  Labors  of  it  are  their 
own  Reward.  It  will  carry  you  efpecially 
to  the  dilconfolate  and  affii&ed,  and  will 
prevent  you  from  receiving  that  Rebuke 
another  Day,  “ I was  fick  and  you  vifited 
me  not.  ” 

While  )rou  feek  of  God  an  Heart  pro- 
perly difpofed  to  your  Work,  you  will  not 
forget  to  afk  of  Him,  that  Wildom  which  is 
neceflary  to  direct  you  in  the  Whole  of  the 
Service  which  you  now  undertake.  For 
“ Difcietion  fliall  preferve  Thee  ; Under- 
ftanding  fliall  keep  Thee  ”.  Add  Induftry 
to  your  Prayers.  Employ  with  Diligence 
and  Fidelity  the  Talents  you  have  received, 
and  “ Air  up  the  Gift  of  God  that  is  in 
Thee  ”.  Let  your  Underftanding  be  bright- 
lied  and  improved  by  E^ercife,  and  your 
Judgment  be  free  from  the  Byafs  of  a cor- 
rupt Heart,  and  “ your  Profiting  will  ap- 
pear to  all.  ” Repair  to  the  facred  Scrip- 
tures ; drink  Knowledge  at  the  Fountain  ; 
and  attend  to  the  everlafting  Maxims  of 
Wifdom  which  are  there  delivered.  Thus 
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endowed  and  adorned  with  the  Spirit  of 
“ Power,  and  of  Love,  and  of  a found 
Mind,  you  will  rightly  divide  the  Word  of 
Truth  ” : Your  Difcourfes  will  be  evange- 
lical and  inftru&ive,  warm  and  perfwafive: 
You  will  be  u thoro’ly  furnifhed  unto  all 
good  Works  ; and  commend  your  felf  to 
ev’ry  Man’s  Confcience  in  the  Sight  of  God/' 

We  wifhyou  along  and  fuccefsful  Mi- 
ni ft  ry.  But  however  this  may  be,  take 
Care  that  it  be  faithful,  and  “ pure  from 
the  Blood  of  all  Men.  ” Your  Heart  will 
then  be  refreshed  with  peaceful  Reflections : 
it  will  exult  in  a Senfe  of  the  divine  Fa- 
vor, and  be  full  of  the  Hope  of  Immortality* 
Nothing  can  exceed  this,  but  that  which 
you  (hall  alfo  receive  from  the  Matter  whom 
you  ferve  ; • — “ a far  more  exceeding  and 
eternal  Weight  of  Glory.  ” 

I conclude  with  exhorting  you,  our 
beloved  Brethren  of  this  Church  and  Con- 
gregation, to  continue  your  affectionate 
Regards  to  him,  who  is  now  folemnly  de- 
voting himfelf  to  the  Service  of  your  moft 
important  Intereft.  You  have  certainly 
had  an  Efteem  for  him,  or  you  would  not 
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have  chofen  him  to  this  Trull:  ; but  you  are 
jno\V  to  receive  him  with  increafed  Affection 
and  Refpecl,  as  he  this  Day  commences  an 
intimate  and  facred  Relation  to  you,  and  be- 
comes your  Pallor.  May  there  ever  fubiift  be- 
tween you  and  him,  thole  mutual  kind  Re- 
gards which  this  Relation  demands  ! I trull 
“ that  he  feeks  not  yours,  but  you  ”,  and  that 
you  cannot  do  him  a greater  Kindnefs,  nor 
give  him  a ftrongcr  Encouragement,  than 
to  make  him  fenlible  that  you  are  profited 
by  his  Miniftry.  He  may  come  to  you 
with  valuable  Endowments,  and  a Pa  flora  l 
Spirit ; but  if  you  are  not  properly  difpofed 
to  “ receive  the  ingrafted  Word,  he  will 
not  come  to  you  in  the  Fulnefs  of  the  Bief- 
iing  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift.  ” Commend 
then,  not  only  this  Day,  but  in  Time  to 
come,  earnefiiy  commend  both  yourfelyes 
and  him  to  the  “ God  of  all  Grace,  who 
minifters  Seed  to  the  Sower,  ” and  whole 
Blefling  increafes  the  Fruits  of  Righteouf- 
nefs  which  it  produces.  And  God  grant 
that  in  the  Day  of  our  Lord  Jdfus,  you 
may  all  rejoyce  with  your  Miniffer,  that 
he  has  “ not  run  in  vain,  nor  laboured  in 
vain.  ” 

THE  E N D. 
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